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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE; 
LETTER IX. 


INQUIRY CONCERNING THE 
PHRASE; SPIRIT OF GOD. 


(Continued from page 102.) 





Sir,—It must be evident to all who read the New- 
Testament, that a great deal is said in regard to the 
Spirit’s bemg poured out on men. For example, the 
Acts of the apostles unfolds to our view the fulfilment 
of the prophecy of Joel, and in it and in the epistles_to 
the churches, many things are said, connected with 
this wonderful event. I shall therefore devote this 
letter to the consideration of this prophecy, and its ful- 
filment as given in the New-Testament. 

Ist. In the way of promise, it is said, that the Spirit 
at some future time should be poured out. In Prov. 
3, 23, it is said, ‘* Behold I will pour out thy Spirit un- 
to you, | will make known my words unto you.”»—No- 
tice that what in the first part of this verse is called 
‘‘ my Spirit,’ is in the Jast explained by the phrase, 
* my words.” 
the Spirit is explained in the last part of the verse to 
be “I will make known my words unto you.’’ The 
Spirit was given to prophets and apostles, yeato Christ 
himself, to make known God's words or will to the 
world. But it is no where said, the Spirit was the 
third person in the Godhead. 

Again, Isaiah xliv. 3, it is said, ** I will pour my 
Spirit upon thy sced, and my blessing upon thine offs- 
pring.” Notice here, that what is called “* my spirit” 
in the former part of the verse, is in the latter simply 
called, ** my blessing.’? The one is explanatory of the 
other. Again, we find Ezek. xxxix. 29, anticipating 
the restoration of Israel says, ** I] have poured out my 
Spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord God.” 
Again, the prophet Isaiah, chapter xxxii. 15, 16 says, 
‘‘ Until the Spirit be poured upon us from on high, and 
the wilderness be a fruitful field, and the fruitful fieid 
be counted for a forest. Then judgment sha!' dwell in 
the wilderness,” &c. But, the most remarkable pro- 
mise of God's Spirit being poured out, we have Joel ii. 
28—32, ** And it shall come to pass afterward, that 
{ will pour out my spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophecy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: and 
also upon the servants and upon the bandmaids in 
these days will I pour out my Spirit,” &c. Before I 
introduce Acts ii. where this passage is quoted, and its 
fulfilment pointed out, I shall make a few remarks on 
it as stated by the prophet. 

ist. What Joel here says, was.to be poured out, he 
twice calls ‘* my spirit.” or the spirit of the Lord God. 
To understand the meaning of the phrase my spirit let 
us notice this phrase when applied to men. For 
example, Paul says 1 Cor. v. 4, ** In the name of-our 
Lord Jesus Christ, when ye are gathered together, and 
my spirit, with the power of our Lord: Jestis Christ.” 
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Saffer me to ask here, does Paul by the phrase, ‘‘ my) 


spirit,” mean another person from himself in this text ? 


Supposing that Paul's spirit had been said to be pour- 
ed out, would we conclude from this mode of speaking, 
that another person from Paul had been poured 
See the phrase, my Spirit, Ezek. xxxvi. 27, Isaiah 
xliv. 3, where no one can suppose, that a third p 
in the Godhead could be meant. When Hannah said, 
1 Sam. i. 15, 1 “have poured out my soul before the 
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Also, what is meant by pouring out of 
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Lord,” surely no one ever thought, that she poured | Again, notice that what Joel calls “ my spirit,” and 
out another soul from herself. When God's spirit is) Peter calls, verse 4th, ‘ the holy Spirit,” which was 
said to be poured out, is it not a power imparted to| poured ont, shed forth, and with which they were fil- 
men to make known his mind or will, just as Hannah’s | led, is here said to be the promise of Christ’s Father. 
pouring out her soul before the Lord was making known | The following passages I beg leave to bring to view 
her desires to him ? here, as they are nearly connected with this, and shed 
But further, let us attend to other texts in which considerable light on the subject. In John xiv. 26, 
the phrace “ my spirit” is found, when it is applied to | Jesus says to his disciples,-‘* But the comforter, which 
God. The first place in which this phraseology oc-| is the holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
curs, is Gen. vi. 3, “* And the Lord said, my spirit} pame, he shall teach you all things, and-bring all 
shall not always strive with man.’? Did Moses mean| things to your rememberance, whatsoever I have said 
by this to say that the third person of the Godhead | Unto you.” At verse 16, it is added, ** And1 will 
should not always strive with mam? Whether this} Ptay to the Father, and he shall give you another 
was his meaning in this text we shall sce afterwards. | comforter, that he may-abide with you forever; even 
Bat further, in Zech. iv. 6, is said, ‘‘ Not by might | the spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, 
nor by power, but by my spirit saith the Lord of hosts.” | because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye 
Here my spirit, | think simply means my might or my know him; for he dwelleth with you and shall be in 
power in unison with the foregoing part of the sentence. | YOU-”? Again, John xv. 26, ‘+ But when the comforter 
The phrase my spirit, in the following texts also signi- ! is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, 
fies pawer, Zech. vi. 8. Hag. ii. 5. Pzek. xxxvii. 14. | even the spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the 
It has something near the same sensé in the following | Father, he shall testify of me.” Again, John x¥i. 7, 
passages, Isa. xxx. 1, and lix. 2%. In Isa. xiii. 1, ‘* Nevertheless I teli you the truth: It is expedient 
quoted Mat. xii. 18, and applied to the Saviour, the | for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the com- 
phrase ‘+ my spirit,” also means power or mind. It is | forter will not come unte you ; but if I depart, I will 
said, ‘* | have put my Spirit upon him: he shall bring | S€2d him unto you. And when he is come, he will re- 
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‘are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of 
| God exalted, and having received of the father the 
out? ; ‘ 
| which ye now see and hear.’’ Notice on this passage, 
erson {that what Joel called pouring, and what Peter at 


forth judgment to the Gentiles.” 
have been introduced elsewhere. 
before, that Spirit in many texts simply means power. 
Let any one turn to the above passages and read them, 
aad he will easily see, that to substitute my power for 
my spirit in them, renders some of them clearer, and is 
j ausuitable in none of them, éither to the texts or con- 
;texts. It ought also to be remembered, that.we have 
| shewn, that Spirit of God, and Spirit of the Lord, &c. 
‘do not in scripture language designate another person, 
“but something belonging to God or the Lord. ‘This 
‘has been fully shewn in some of our preceding letters. 
2d. Let us now attend to the fulfilment of this pro- 
‘phecy, recorded Acts, chapt. 2d. The passage is too 
‘long for quotation, and being so familiar, it is unneces- 
isary.. We shall quote such parts of it in course of our 
'remarks, as have any particular bearing-on this sub- 
| ject. tease read the whole chapter, and remark. 
Ist. That what Joel calls “ my spirit,’ Peter or Luke 
‘the historian calls “the holy Spirit ;*? and what he 
‘calls pouring,’’ they call being ‘filled with the 
“holy Spirit.” Acts ii. 4, 2d. This filling with the holy 
Spirit, Peter declares to be the fulfilment of what Joel 
‘had spoken. The multitude in the day of Pentecost, 
|amazed and in doubt at what had just taken place, 
| said, *‘ these men are full of new wine.”’ ‘To refute 
this, and to inform them concerning it, Peter says, 
‘¢ These are not drunken as ye suppose, seeing it is 
but the third hour of the day. But this is that which 
‘was spoken by the prophet Joel; and it shall come to 
| pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out my spir- 
upon all flesh,” &c. See Acts ii. 13~ 22. 
3d. Let it be partiénlarly noticed, that this pouring 
out of the Spirit, or being filled with the holy Spirit, 
‘Peter particularly “connects with ‘the exaltation of 
‘Christ ta the right hand of God. Tle says, verses 32, 
‘¢ This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all 
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promise’ of the holy Spirit, he hath shed forth this 


verse 4th, had called, being ‘‘ filled with the holy 


| Spirit,” he here expeenses by the phrase, “‘shed forth,” 


Some of these texts | 
We have shewn) 


| not many days hence.” 


prove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment: of sin because they believed not on me ; of 
righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see 
me no more; of judgment, because the prince of.this 
world is judged. I have yet many tbings to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when 
he, the spirit of truth, is.come, he will guide;you inte 
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; But what- 
soever he shal] hear, that shall he speak :_qnd he-will 
shew youthings to come. He shall glorify me: for he 
shall receive of mine, and:shall shew it unto you. © All 
things that the Father hath.are mine: therefore said 
I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto 
you.’? In Luke xxiv. 49, it is said, “And behiold, 1 
send the promise of my Father upon you: But tarry 
ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endowed with 
power from on high.’”? Again, Acts i 4, itis said, 
** And being assembled together with them, command- 
ed them that they shoujd not depart from Jerusalem, 


| but wait for the promise. of the Father, which, saith he, 


ye have heard of me. For John truly baptised with 
water; but ye shall be baptised with the holy Spirit 
It is added, verse 8th, ‘* But 
ye shall receive power, after that the holy Spirit iq 
come upon you,” or as it is in the. margin, * ye shall 
receive the power of the holy Spirit coming upon you,” 
** and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth.”—The whole of these texts 
with many others which might be quoted refer tc what 
took place, Acts ii. 4, ‘* And they were all filled with 
the holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, 
as the spirit gave them utterance,” &c. Letasatiend 
to these texts, and see what we can learn ftom them. 
Notice that what is called the Spirit, the holy Spirit, 
the Comforter, which was to be sent to the disciples, is 
that which was poured out, or shed forth on the day of 
Pentecost in fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy. About this 
we think there can be nodispute. Was this then the 
third person in the Godhead? . Was the third person 
of the Godhead poured out? Were men baptised 
with the third person in the Godhead? And is the 
third person of the Godhead, the spirit of truth? Be- 





cause personal propoans are used in these passages 
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which spealt abdut the spivit .as ‘thecomiforter, it ie} 


concluded, that the spirit is a person in the-Godhead. 
But who does not know, that even inanimate objects 
and mere qualitiesare often personified in scripture ° 
Notice further on Acts ii. 33, concerning this holy 
Spirit or promise which Christ had shed forth, it is ex- 
pressly said he had received it from the Father. This is 
in anion with Luke xxiv. 49, and John xvi. 7, quoted 
above, and other texts. Suffer me to ask, did the sec- 
ond person in the Godhead receive the third from the 
first to give to his disciples? Notice once more, that 
this holy Spirit or promise of the Father, could not be 
bestowed, until Christ was exalted. In reference to 
this, it iseaid, John vii. 38, 39, ** He that believeth on 
me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. But this spake he of the 
spirit, which they that believe on him should receive : 
for the holy spirit was not yet given; because that Je- 
sus was not yet glorified.» Adds the apostle, Eph. iv. 
7, 8, ‘* But unto every one of us is given grace, accord- 
ing to the measure of the gift of Christ. 
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never establish the doctrine, that by the Spirit was 


meant a third person in the trinity. 


1 am yours. Mixros. 
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‘PROCEEDINGS or thre NORTHERN ASSOCTA- 


TION or UNIVERSALISTS, nonpen-at WHITE-} 
| HALL, N. Y. OcrosEer, 1824. 
} 
| The Members of the Northern Association of Univer- 


| 


‘ 
} 


salists convened, according to appointment, at the 
Academy at Whitehall, N. Y. on Tuesday evening, Oc- 
tober 5th, 1824, and, after uniting in devout prayer 
iwith Br. Samuel Hilliard, organized the Council by 


| choosing, 


{ 


Br. Jonn E. PALMER, Moderator. 
Br. Kitrrepce Haven, Clerk, and 
br. B. Kinsman, Assistant Clerk. 


Appointed Brs. Hilliard, Loveland and Kinsman, a 


saith, when he ascended up on high he led captivity | Committee to receive requests forletters of Fellowship 


captive, and gave gifts unto men.” 
ceived on his exaltation, and shed forth on the day of 
Pentecost, is in this last text called giving g’fls unto 
men. And tothe apostles and others was given grace 
according to the measure of the gift of Christ. See 1] 
Cor. chap. 12. 

4th. Notice, that what is called the ** promise of the 
Father,” and “ the holy spirit,” and is said to be pour- 
ed out, shed forth, and with which the persons are said 
to be filled, is spoken of as not being aperson. In Acts 
ii. 33, what was shed forth was something which the 
persons whom Peter addressed did ** see and hear.””— 
What this was we learn from verses 4—11, they spaxe 
with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance, 
and they spake *“* the wonderful works of God.” It 
may be said, that this was only the effects of the spirit 
with which they were filled, and not the holy Spirit 
himself. Well, let us examine the scriptures about 
this, and see, whether that by which the apostles spake 
and wrought miracles was a person or power from God 
todoso. In Acts ii. 38, observe itis not said, ye shall 
receive a gift or gifts from the holy Spirit, but “+ ye shall 
receive the gift of the holy Spirit.” Again Acts x. 45, 
it is not said, ‘* because that on the Gentiles also was 
poured out a gift or gifts from the holy Spirit.” But, 
“ because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the 
gift of the holy Spirit.” Again, compare these texts 
with Acts xi. 15—17, it is not said, ** As J began to 
speak, the gifts of the holy Spirit fell on them.” But 
it is said, ** the holy Spirit fell on them, as on us at the 
beginning.”’ At verse 16, it is not said ** ye shall be 
baptized with the gifts of the holy Spirit,” but, * ye 
shall be baptized with the holy Spirit.’ If by 
the phrase “holy Spirit,” men will understand 
a person, and the third person of the Godhead, 
this person was given asa gift, he was poured out, 
shed forth, yea men were baptized with him. Further, 
but when we turn to Luke xxiv. 49, we find this ex- 
pressly said tobe ‘* being endued with power from on 
high,’ and compare verse 8th. 

But if what we have stated before be according to 
truth, that “ Spirit of God,” “ Spirit ofthe Lord,” and 
“holy Spirit,” do not signify another person from the 
Lord, but the Lord himself or some thing belonging to 
him, it is unnecessary to add more here about these 
phrases. Indeed these by themselves ought to be pre- 
cisely understood, and when understood we shall be at 
no loss to see what is meant by the Spirit of the Lord 
being poured out, falling ov, or being shed forth on 
persons. 

It would be tedious, to introduce and comment, on 
all the other texts in the Acts of the apostles, which 
inay be Considered a continuation of the fulfilment of 
Joel's prophecy, and similar to Acts ii. wheré the Spir- 
it is spoken of as poured out. Whoever will take the 
trouble to réad them, will see they wotld only lead to 


What Christ re- 


‘or Ordination, and report thereon. 

diead the credentials of the delegates, and the let- 
ters from the several Societies in connexion with this 
Association, and found them expressive of good tidings. 

Made arrangements for public Services, on the mor- 
row. 

Adjourned till Wednesday morning, 8 o’cleck. 

Prayer by Br. Dolphus Skinner. 

Wednesday morning, met according to adjournment. 

Prayer by Br. Benoni Grant. 

Attended to the report of the brethren, who were 
appointed to represent the different Societies belonging 
to this Association, and-who gave us pleasing and en- 
‘couraging statements of their growing condition and 
prosperity. 

Voted to receive the Universalist Societies in Bolton, 
N. Y.* Danville, Vt. and Rochester, Vt. into fellow- 
ship. 





Public Service—Wednesday Morning. 


Introdactory Prayer, Br. Hilliard. 

Sermon, Br. Haven, from Ps. 1. 21, ** These things 
hast thou done, and I kept silence ; thou thoughtest that 
I was altogether such an one as thyself: but I will re- 
prove thee und set them in order before lhine eyes.” 

Concluding Prayer, Br. Browning. 

AFTERNOON SERVICE, 

Introductory Prayer, Br. Loveland. 

Sermon, Br. Palmer, from Phil. i. 27, ** Only let 
your conversation be as becometh the gospel of Christ.” 

Concluding Prayer, Br. Marsh. 

EVENING SERVICE. 

Introductory Prayer, Br. Priest. 

Sermon, Br. Marsh, from Ps. cxvi. 7, ** Refurn unio 
thy rest, O my soul ; for the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
with thee.” 

Concluding Prayer, Br. Skinner. 

Attended to the report of the Committee from the 
General Convention, and found it expressive of gener- 
al peace and harmony. 

After making arrangements for the public exercises 
of the morrow, adjourned till & o’clock, Thursday 
morning. 


Prayer by Br. Asa Priest. 
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Thursday Morning—Met according to adjournment. 

Prayer by Br. Hilliard. . 

Appointed Visitors of the ministering brethren, to 
the several Societies in this Assgciation, as follows : 

Barre, Br. Kittredge Haven ; Bolton, NV. Y. Br. Asa 


Crownpoint, N. Y. Br. Charles Marsh; Danville and 
Fiartland, Br. John E, Palmer ; Londonderry, Br. Sam- 
uel C. Loveland; Montpelier, Br. Kittredge Hayen ; 
Northfield and Plainfield, Br. John E. Palmer; Paw- 
‘et, Br. Aaron Kinsman ; Queensbury, N. Y. Pr. Charles 





Marsh; Richmpnd, Br. Aaron Kinsman ; Rockingham 
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Priest ; Cavendish, Br. Samuel Hilliard ; Chester, Br. 
Samuel C. Loveland; Craftsbury, Br. John E. Palmer; | 
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: _“ - ¥ Bing, Br, 
Samuel C. Loveland; Rochester, Br. John E, Palmer. 


Shoreham, Br. Kittredge Haven; Shrewsbury, Br, Aa. 
ron Kinsman; Sf. Johnsbury and ‘Strafford. Br. Joba 
E. Palmer; Townshend, Weston’ and Werdiborep, 
West Windsor, Br, , 
Br. Aaron Kinsman ; Whiting, Br. 





;Samuel C. Loveland ; 
} Bartlett; Wells, 
Kittredge Haven. 

Br. James Babbit lLaving presented a request-fore 
regular dismission from the Northern Association, the 
Council voted that Brs. Loveland, Hilliard and Clapp 
be a Committee of dnquiny. to’ wait on Br. Babbit, ia 
report the result of their labor. 

The Committee on Ordination and LettersopRalow. 
ship, reported in ‘favor of ordaiuing ‘Br. Stephen Cook, 
and of granting Letters of-Fellowship to Brs, Benoni 
Grant and Thomas Browning. 

Voted to accept the report. 

Appointed Br. Loveland to pmblish the:Pr 
of this Association, accompanied with a cireularietter, 


Public Exercises, Thursday Morning. 


Introductory Prayer, Br. Kinsman. 

Sermon, Br. Skinner, from 1 Cor. iii. 19, “ For ihe 
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God ; for it is 
wrillen, He taketh the wise in thetr own craftiness,.” 

Concluding Prayer, Br. Haven. 

AFTERNOON EXERCISES, 

Introductory Prayer, Br. Cook. 

Sermon, Br. Loveland, from John x. 16, “ 4nd offh- 
er sheep IT have, which are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice ; and there 
shall be one fold and one shepherd. 

Ordaining Prayer, Br. Hilliard. 


Delivery of the Scriptures and Charge, Br. Love- 
land. 
Right hand of Fellowship, Rr. Skinner. 


Concluding Prayer, Br. Babbit. 


The Committee, chosen to confer with Br. Babbit, 
having attended tothe business assigned them, report, 
that Pr. Babbit frankly stated that he had made this 
request in consequence of evil reports, concerning bis 
character, embracing the general charge of intemper- 
ance in the use of ardent spirits ; and that these re- 
ports were industriously circulated, not among hisene- 
mies only, hut among his friends, and very much to his 
damage. Whereupon the Committee, having exam- 
ined into the grounds of these reports, so far as infor- 
mation could be obtained at this time, are fully satisfi- 
ed that they are not founded in truth. Many of them 
ihave been satisfactorily traced to their*origin, and 

hare been found to be false. “This information the 
'Committee have from brethren, who have been his 
| neighbors and townsmen, during his last residence in 
| Vermont. They feel to commiserate Br. Babbit in 
‘consideration of his troubles, infirmities, and old age. 
It is matter of regret that his too often sanguine man- 
‘ ner of communication, should be erroneously attribut- 
fed to an undue excitement by ardent spirits, which 
| we have reason to believe is the innocent but hurtful 
‘mistake of some well-meaning friends. But should 
lone or two instances have occurred, in which it was 
| made incontestible that some degree of excitement by 
'spiritous liquors has taken place, in a long life, worn 
down by many afflictions, we deem it improper and dis- 
ingenuous, to set them down as tokens ofa general 
| character. » 3 
| Voted to accept this report of the.Committee, an 
| Br. Babbit withdrew bis request. ; 

Received by contribution from the congregation 
$7,35 to defray the expense of publishing the proceed-’ 
ings of this meeting. : 

Closed the labors of the session by pee 


| Moderator, and adjourned to meet at Danville, 


| first Wednesday and- Thursday in October, 1825. 

| 

GENERAL FPISTLE. — . 

| pce) my ar bring’: 
| Beloved Brethren,—The return of the year PF “a 
‘us to that period in which we are enabled to recipro”. 
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ness of the Lord. -We would still speak ofthis good- 
ness, and talk of his loving kindness, for we believe -he 
has not withdrawn from ‘vs fhe smiles of ‘favor. “We: 
saw the evident tokens of the grace of God in the ma- 
ny testimonies of his wofd, containing promises that 
are yea and amen unto his glory. And as these are 

romises of life and salvation, we lay asidethe conclu- 
sion, that he will be glorified in endless sin and misery. 
We view these promises as something distinct in their’ 
nature from & law of works that can only render to the’ 
laborer the reward of his labors. “* For,” says the 
apostle, “ if there had been a law given that could 
have given life, then verily righteousness should have 
been by the law.” —Jmanothersplace-he declares that 
‘6 if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made 
yoid, and the promise made of none effect; because 
the law worketn wrath; for where there is no law, 
there is no transgression. Therefore it is of faith that 
it might be by grace, to the end the promise might be 
sure to the seed; not to that only which is of the law; 
but to that which is of the faith of Abraham, who is 
the Father of us all.” 

In view of the certainty, of this gospel plan, God 
called those things-which be not as though they. were, | 
and said to Abraham, ** ‘A father of many nations have 
t made thee,” when at the same time, he had no child. | 
Those of us who can believe in the blessing of God. 
upon all the, nations, families, and kindreds of the 
earth, are now the children of Abraham by. faith, and 
we are not shaken because we see not all these things 
yet accomplished. We wait the fulness of the dispen- 
sation of times, when all shall be gathered together in 
Christ; when the scattered folds of his flocks shall be 
one, and there shall be one fold-and one Shepherd.— 
We wait without fear of disappointment to behold the 
city whose walls are salvation and whose gates are 
praise. Then shall the songs of Zion be sung by all 
the ransomed of the Lord, and every thing that hath 
breath praise his holy name. 

But, brethren, we now live in a world where snares 
beset us on every side. ** Forall that is of the world, 
the desire of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” | 
The saying of our Lord, we see abundantly verified, | 
that “‘because iniquity abounds the love of many 
waxes cold.’? This coldness sometimes reaches our 
hearts, and deadens our moral faculties. May the 
Lord, in his mercy, preséfve tis from it, and enable us 
to walk in the light of life. 

Our meeting was conducted in harmony and christian | 
friendship. A goodly number of the brethren from the | 


; 








neighboring towns attended, and commingled im the; 
general exercises of solemn and devout worship. All) 
our labors were such as bespoke a season of refreshing 
from the presence of the Lord. Let us therefore be 
encouraged, and let us be diligent and persevering in 
well doing; for in due season we shall reap if we faint 
not. If we havé light, let it so shine that others may 
behold our good works, and glorify our Father who is 
inheaven. Let us be patient in tribulation, knowing 
that tribulation worketh patience, and patience expe- 
rience, and experience hope, and hope maketh not 
ashamed when the lore of God is shed ‘abroad in our 
hearts. In contending for the truth, let us be careful 
that, we contend earnestly, and not for the sake of 
strife. We do not believe it true that a,good end jus- | 
tifies the use of evil means.’ The. Lord does not re- 
quire that we tall deceitfully for-him, but he requires, 
that by manifestation of the truth, we shopld commend 
ourselves to every man's conscience in his sight. 
Brethren, let us be fellow helpers of one another, 
not forgetting the saying of the Lord, “ Hereby: shall 
men know that ye are my disciples if ye have love one 
to another.» The nearer we can live like our Lord, 
the more tranquil and peaceful will be our lives. He 
that said, ** love your enemies,” did manifest his love 
toward his enemies by dying for them; he that said, | 
“ pray for them that persecute you,” did himeelf-pray | 
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\ef the wicked.” 


———— 
ee _ eee — nnn 





for his-persecutors. He is our example in all things. 
In vain do we attribute to ourselves the name of Chris- 
tians, when the chief pursuits of our lives are in oppo- 
sitionito the dictates of his commands, andthe purity 
of his life. 

** Children, obey your parents in all things, for this 
is well-pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, provoke not 
your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.” 





But it. is somewhat singular that a preadhbr/after as- 
serting that it is impossible to deeide-the controversy 
with respect. to ‘* the future condition of the wicked,” 
should, in the very next sentence, say something 
which is, in reality, an assumption of the very thing 
about which it is impossible to decide. Be virtuous, 


says Mr. W. and you will have no interest in the ques- 


tion. . This implies that if they were wicked, there 


* Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true,! would be danger; they might fear punishment in the 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are ‘future state ; they might interest themselves about it. 
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things | For why would the wicked have more interest in the 


are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
there be any virtue, if there be any pra 
these things. And the peace of God, whigh passeth 
all understanding, keep your hearts and mind through 
Jesus Christ.” 


FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





| WHAT UNITARIANS THINK CONCERNING THE 


CONTROVERSY ABOUT ‘+ THE FUTURE CON- 
DITION OF THE WICKED.” 
In the early part of this week, the writer of this hap- 


pened to fall in company with two respectable gentle- 
men of Charlestown, who were conversing, among oth- 


_er things, about the sermon delivered by the minister 


of the Unitarian society in that town, on the morning 
of the last Sabbath. One of them observed that the 
preacher made one observation with which he was 
very much pleased, concerning the “ future condition 
of the wicked,” as he expressed himself. He, i. e. the 
preacher, alluded to the controversy which was now 
agitated with respect to that subject, and then said 
that it was impossible ever to decide it. He would re- 
commend it to his hevrers to be virtuous, in which case 
they would have no interest in the question. ‘The gen- 
tleman whom ! heard mention this, is an intelligent 


'man, and | have no reason to think that be did not 
state the preacher's meaning correctly. 


The reason | 
hotice this is, because, althougl: at the first view it ap- 


pears of little importance, it is m fact otherwise ; it | 


deserves notice. It may be thrown out asa hint of 
the course which Unitarians are going to take with re- 
spect tothe subject of future punishment. Mr. Walk- 
er is a popular and influential man among that class of 
christians, aod‘any thing he would say on this subject 


‘may have ‘weight with many other preachers of that 


order. And it is of importance also, to have a hint o! 
this kind at this time, because Unitarians generally 
bave seemed to be quite undecided on this subject.— 
We have watched them as one would a pair of scales 


/that were equipondious, not knowing whether this or 


that would godown We now have very good reason 
to believe that one of their preachers, at least, has 
taken this ground, he thinks it impossible to decide 
the controversy with respect to ‘* the future condition 
So that about two points, Mr. W. 
henceforth will be silent. 1. He will preach no more 
in favor of eternal punishment. 2. He will preach no 
more in favor of fature limited punishmext. For if it 
be impossible to decide the coutroversy with respect to 
‘ the future condition of the wicked,’ we shall not 
only be unable to tell whether they will be punished 


‘to all eternity, but whether they will be punished at 


all in a fature state. 

My vision may be deceitful, but I think | can see 
in what I have given from Mr. W. a manifest anxiety 
lest his hearers should interest themselves about the 
subject of future punishment. He made an endeavor 
to divert their attention from that point. ‘* Be virtu- 
ous,” says he, ‘* and you will have no interest in the 
question.” This shews us that what we have thought 
of Unitarian preachers is in some respects true, viz. 
that they do not think it best for their hearers to be 
very particular about the subject of future punishment, 
but rather that they should leave it altogether to their 
clergy at-present. 





i 


«i report ; if! question than the righteous, if there be no punishment 
', thinrk on} for either im'the future state ? 


And if the controversy 
about ‘ the future condition of the wicked” cannot be 
decided, how is it known that they are to be punished 
in that state ? | 

Once more. * Be virtuous, and you will have no 
interest in the question.” May we then be stre that 
aman is virtuous when he is perfectly indifferent to 
this subject, and feels no interest in knowing whether 
mankind are to be punished in the foture state? Are 
those the virtuous Unitarians, who, because they feel 
themselves secure, care not what becomes of others? 
How can a minister warn the wicked against the fu- 
ture state of torment, if he be so virtuous as to have no 
“interest in ‘the question” concerning their future’ 
state ? 

Ifl have made any mistake in the foregoing, or if 
the gentleman above mentioned misrepresented the 
meaning of Mr. W. for whom I have great respect, 1 
shall be very sorry; and on being certified thereof, 
will see it duly rectified. RICHARDS. 


A 
Another Victim to the Doctrine of Endless Torture # 


A few weeks since it was announced in the publie 
newspapers, that Miss Louisa Moore, of Rome, or that 
vicinity, had strolled away from her friends to the vil- 
lage of Utica, where she put an end to her existence 
by hanging herself! She was evidently insatie, but 
the cause of her derangement was not then published. 
We now learn, from the Utica Sentinel, that some 
months before her death, she had become a convert to 
the peace-destroymg doctrine of Calvinism, and was 2 
member of the Presbyterian church. Soon after this 
had taken place, she sunk under her apprehensions, 
and at last her dreadful impressions, as might have 
been expected, deprived her of reason, and led to the 
act which terminated her mortal existence. 

Thus she has finally obtained a release from the tore 
ment of error, and we trust has found rest in the bo- 
som of that Jesus, who came not to wound but to heal. 
O, may God grant that clerical artifice may be done 
away, and the gospel of peace by an universal preva- 
lence restore that consolation to the world which all 
need and every benevolent soul desires.—Gos. Adv. 


—— 


Br. Dotrpuvs Skinner, of Landon, N. H. is about 
to remove to Saratoga Springs, N. Y. where his labors 
for a few Sabbaths have been remarkably blessed.— 
According to present appearances, there will be a So- 
ciety soon organized in that place. We have reason 
to believe that Br. Skinner will be usefully employed 
at Saratoga and its vicinity. He will have a fair op- 
portunity of disseminating the doctrine of Christ among 
many inqguirers who shall visit those medicinal and 
healing springs. —Chris. Intelligencer. 








JUST RECEIVED, 


AND for Sale at this Office, MINUTDS ofa DIS5- 
CUSSION on the QUESTION “Js the punishment of 
the witked absolutcly eternal 2 or is it only a temporal 
punishment in this world, for their good, and to be suc- 
ceeded by eternal happiness” Petween Rev. ABNER 
KNEELAND, AND Rev. W. L. MCALLA, at the first: 
Independent Church of Christ, called Universalist, in 
Lombard-street, Philadelphia, —In 6 Nos. at $1,50, 
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THE CARRIER‘S ADDRESS; 


‘TO THE PATRONS 
OF THE 


Cuiversalist Magasine. 


JANUARY 1, 1825. 
' wre 
As the lark hails the morn, and the turtle the spring, 
I would hail the New Year, in the off’ring I bring : 
fay peace, joy and comfort with its days all increase ; 
From strife, sin and sorrow, millions find a release ; 
And you, my kind patrons, all abundantly prove 
The favors of wisdom and the riches of love. 


While cold winter remains and the season of snows, , 
May your dwellings afford you delight and repose. 
When the sun shall call forth the bud and the flower, 
And young zephyrs shall wanton through forest and 

bower, 
Then, as blithe as the birds that carol on the sprays, 
May you bask in the sun, and be blest in his rays. 
May summer and autumn all their luxuries yield, 
All the fruits of the orchard, the pasture and field; 
While with health, and with plenty, and all earthly 
good 
You are blest to the full, then remember your Gop. 


Should I speak of past scenes, from the Magazine’s 

youth, 

Your patience would fail ere I could tell all the truth. 

Its foes have exerted all their strength in the strife, 

And swore, by their dagon, they would cut short its 
life ; 

Wot a dart nor a club, deadly malice could throw, 

For want of commission, fail’d of giving a blow; 

And so dark was the air often made by the dust, 

When they rush’d in their host of corruption and | 

- just, 


That many well wishers, by miscounting the cost, 
Thought satan was victor, and the Magazine lost! 


_In a moment of time, bright Aurora in charms, 
Tie clouds would all scatter, proudly brandish her 
arms, , 
Displaying the triumph of Christ and Salvation, 
Express’d in your praises with glad acclamation ! 


— 


_ The wrath of old Moloch, all his prophets declar’d, , 

Would come down on your heads, not a soul would be 
spar’d, 

For the crime of your faith, which embraces our race, 

In the bosom of love, and the fulness of grace. 

And yet still you believe, and feel none of his ire, 

You regard not his threats, and you fear not his fire. 


The old scarlet Mother has had mourning of late, 
For the loss of some words which compos’d her estate : 
And some other loses, in the rest of her wares, 

Do her troubles increase, and her sorrows and cares. 
Yet a ray of faint hope seems to beam in her eye, 
As.some appear willing, and will still longer try, 

For the sake of her pelf, ply their hands to her 
_. cause, 

And receive their reward in her ribbons and gauze. 
Yet the vials of wrath fast prevail on her power, 

Hier plagues are collected and all come in an hour. 


““"Phé light of Salvation, now behold it arise, 

Its rays of bright glory fast prevail through the skies ; 
Now the temple of grace its fair turrets displays, : 
And the city of God appears all in a blaze, 

As fair as ‘the moon is, and as clear as the sun, 
Her-banners are spreading, and her glory has come! 


You've tasted of honey as it gush’d from the comb, 
But were not contented t’ eat your morsel alone ; 
So now, made partakers of sweet favors that flow, 
On companions around, arich portion bestow. 
And as you are favor’d with all fulness and more, 
Have compassion for al], and remember the poor. 


{tions among themselves; to behold the great God 





H. B. 


there a conqueror——here a deluge, there a con 
tion, fulfils the designs of Heaven, and the glori 

. . ‘ ; S!oPious fa. 
bric of Redemption rises and rises, though patria 
and prophets, ahd apostles, sink, one after andther 
the dust.—Man often begins to build, ‘but is unable te 
finish, because he had not counted the,eost ; but God 
** seeth the end from the beginning.” 

There fre three parables in this chapter, and it is He can never want an instrument, who has Heayep, 
believed that they all represent the same things. And; ¢arth and hell at bis disposal. ‘ Surely, O Lord the 
they are all applied, by divines, to what they call the; wrath of man shall praise thee.” Satan is thy chain- 
last and general Judgment. The five foolish virgins in | ed slave, and ‘* ten thousand times tén thousand migh- 
the first parable, the servant who received the.one tal- | ty angels minister unto thee.» How then can thy aim 
ent in the second, and those who. are called goats, on| be defeated? Mow can thy counsels fail?” 
the left hand of the Son of man, in the third, are sup- | > © | 0 eae 
posed to represent the same characters ; and divines, SPIRIT OF ORTHODOXY. 
who believe in the doctrine of a final separation of the | 

A number of liberal Christians residing in Newar 


human family, in the future world, and tl lless | : 
be a) anne 6M N. J. have been in the habit of using the Court-House 


happiness of one class and the endless misery of the) i) gas town, occasionally, as a place of worship.” Re. 


other, uniformly apply the characters above mentioned | cently, however, through the bigotry of the sheriff 
to the class which is to be finally and forever mis-|they were denied this privilege, and were obliged to 
erable. | resort to another place procured for the purpose. Hay- 

Having the case thus clearly stated let us next de- |'"S engaged a gentleman to preach for them, applica- 


: . ; ; tion was made to the Editor of the Sentizel of Freé: 
Cay ” ea | ‘ . P e 
termine to whom the Saviour delivered the discourse dom to publish a notice of the meeting, but he uttér) 
which contains these parables. 


* And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disci-| the Presbyterian church, and there being a revival of 
ples came unto him privately, saying, tell us, when | religion in the town, he thought it would be injurious 
shall these things be? And what shall be the sign of | Se Pe toon pee rive) Mey pss’ “ he 
thy coming, and of the end of the world: Here it is the usual price for it, but he still persisted in his des 
of importance that we carefully notice the fact, that ‘termination. What renders the conduct of this Editor 
all which follows in this 24th and in the 25th chapters the more inconsistent is, that it is the motto of his pa- 
is one continued reply to the several questions which per, that ‘* Error of opinion may be tolerated whey 
the disciples asked him, as above; and also, that this Twaie. oe ee hae paces Seale of the meeting tote 
+ vais stall ae a | Notice, howev iv ing in’ 
ap red se aetiaen Pelivared to the disciples cnly, and | best manner the time afforded, and worship was at- 
oe | tended on Saturday evening, and the Lord’s day fel- 
The question now arises, why the divine teacher did | lowing, when a respectable number of the inhabitants 
not deliver these parables to the scribes, pharisees, el- | attended. It was computed that above five nundred 
ders, doctors, and the Jews in general? Again, the ; PETSOPs attended the service of the Lord’s day ervey 
inquiry urges itself, why the Saviour did not urge it | os cer ae gusig ee 
upon his disciples, that they should state these para- 
bles to the people, in their preaching, and tell them, in , 
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| SOME INQUIRIES, 
CONCERNING WHAT:IS COMMONLY CALLED THE 


LAST JUDGMENT. 
MATTHEW Xxv. 





“ THE ONE WAY.” 
There is but one way in which a man can pass thro’ 


| plain language that these parables all alluded to the{ this life with peace and comfort, and look forward with 


last judgment, and to the final separation of the hu-| out dismay to the lile which is to come, and that wey 
man family? It does not appear that the disciples is simply this—sincerely and constantly to aim to do 


. srig While this is the governing principle of 
were directed to preach these par: . | what rs right. ere 5 cpr s 
sof ca 1 " ; parables to the ponerse ’\ all our actions. we need fear no event, nor be troubled 

n we ‘earn that it ever came into the minds of) 4+ whatever may take place; for we can receive Db 


the apostles to use these parables as they are now used, | injury, but all things will work together for our good. 

by those who apply them as has been stated, to a final ( Phila.) Reformer. 

division of the human family. H. B, 
(To be Continued.) 








MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

By Rev. H. Ballou, Mr. Horace Phillips to Mise 
Mary Kingsley. Mr. William Hay to Miss Emily Au- 
gusta Hammond. : 

By Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. John Doak Dyer to, Miss 
Elizabeth Hemmenway. Mr. Moses Hillto Miss Eliza 
Freemav. Mr. Napoleon B. Mountford to Miss Mary 
Trull. Mr. Luther Britton to Mrs. Mary Barber. 

In Charlestown, on Sunday evening, By the Rey. 
Mr. Fay, Mr. Henry Oliver to Miss Sarah B. Hill. 

DIED IN THIS CITY, : 

Mrs. Martha B. wife of Mr. Philemon Stacy, aged 
27. Mary Ann Phillips. Mr. Lewis Bacon, aged 3a. 
Horace, youngest child of Nathaniel Rice, aged 3 mos. 
Mrs. Jane Johnson, aged 95. 

At Leachmere Point, (Cambr.) Martha Newell, 
youngest daughter of Simeon and Hannah Southwick, 
aged 14 months. : 

Death, thou hast conquer’d me, 
I, by thy darts am slain, 

But Curist has conquer’d thee, 
And I, shall rise again. 


From Hunter’s Sacred Biography. 





DIVINE PROVIDENCE. 


“It is a pleasing and instructive view of the divine 
Providence, to consider one and the same great de- 
signs as carried on to maturity, in periods and by per- 
sons the most remote to each other, without communi- 
cation of intelligence, without concurrence of exer-, 


moulding, guiding, subduing the various passions, pur- 
poses, and private interests of men, to his own sover- 
eign will; to behold the building of God rising in 
beauty, advancing towards perfection, by the hands of 
feeble workmen, who comprehend not the thousandth 
part of the plan which they assist in executing, and 
who, instead of co-operation, frequently seem to coun- 
teract one another, One digs his hour in the quarry— 
another lifts up his axe, and strikes a stroke or two in 
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endeavors be frail and perishing, the work in which 
the Almighty employs them is progressive, is perma- 
nent, is immortal. 


the forest—a third applies the square and compass to 2 
the stone which his neighbor has polished. But their ots Sabbiok do. 20 
labors, their views, their abilities, however different, Mr. Penn Marsh, é do. 2 00 
all promote the same end ; and though they and their Mr. Jacob Jackson, do. : 00 
2 00 
2 00 


Here a shepherd, there a king— 
here a little child, there a sage-~here a legislator,\ January 8, 1825. 








See chapter xxiv. 3, | refused, alleging as a reason that-he was an officer in’ 

















